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The Evelyn Grace Echo
Another Year to be Proud of...
BY AMARACHI ORIE, YEAR 10
Judging by the smile on students and
parents’ faces, the claps, the cheers
and the pride shown by Mr Hanson,
the Evelyn Grace Academy prize giving ceremony of 2013 was a success!
The Awards Evening was
hosted by our own pupils: Ejiro Idiahoke and Scott Greenfield. Many stuLena is the Principal’s standout student
dents were celebrated as they received awards for subjects and displaying the three core values: excellence, endeavour and self discipline.
The school also had the joy of awarding some old faces for their GCSE
success. But that wasn’t all that surprised us; Mr Hanson gave his own
special prize, the Principal’s Award,
to Lena Lindsay.
Many family members felt great
accomplishment as their child took
the stage on Thursday 28th November
2013. A young girl in the audience
said “the awards evening showed
what Evelyn Grace is truly made of.”
With Christmas lurking around the
corner, the night gave parents an extra ‘oomph’ to greatly reward their
child in the festive season.

Students really turned on the
charm with entertaining amusement!
Teakilla Carroll-Marks played a stirring keyboard solo, and the audience
was blessed by beautiful vocals from
Mariafeli Latorre- Cragg. Finally, two
of EGA’s most accomplished wordsmiths, Angie Guttierez and Isaiah
Springer, delivered some touching
and inspirational poetry, to say farewell to the happy crowds.

Rapturous applause was a feature of the night

Former students receive their Awards

Student Hacks Step Forward
BY ISAIAH SPRINGER, YEAR 10
On Wednesday 27th of November,
EGA’s young writers were fortunate
enough to be given a chance to go
to the Evening Standard and Independent. The trip was brimming with
bright exciting minds who left school

at the end of a fruitful day ready to
learn more about the enticing hustle
and bustle of the newspaper industry. A number of students, including
Tamara Collins, Segun Oluleye,
Isaiah Springer and Nicola McCormack attended the trip. Mr Butt and
Mr Howells escorted the students to
what would be a very interesting
and beneficial tour of these two nationally renowned newspapers.
Whilst the lucky individuals
were present they learnt many useful ideas of how and what people in
newspapers do. Furthermore, those
students have an insight into a possible career path, knowing both the
discrepancies and joyous moments
the life of a journalist can contain.

These useful ideas can be brought
back to our Academy and used in
our paper, the Evelyn Grace Echo,
which is surely on its baby steps to
glory with these brilliant writers at its
disposal.
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EGA Braves New Frontiers

Students appreciate Mr. Hanlon’s wise words

BY AARON BLACKETT, YEAR 11
On the 18th of November 2013, Evelyn Grace Academy staged their first
official Sixth Form Open Evening.
The evening lasted from 6pm until
8pm and gave the academy a sense
of maturity. Many students attended
with their parents, many parents tagging along to see for themselves the
amazing prospects the sixth form will
offer.
Mr Crossman gave detailed
advice and information on A Level
choices, along with how the Sixth
Form will help students prove them-

selves to universities. Saying ‘You
see what other places can offer!
need to know more than you do for
Students were now free to see
GCSE’ seems pretty obvious, but Mr
what subjects teachers were adverCrossman was very helpful, and stutising. Some, students had studied
dents now had a clearer picture of
before, like English, Maths and Hiswhat awaited them.
tory, while some were completely
The advice from Mr Crossman
foreign – subjects like Philosophy
was followed by a spellbinding
and Economics captivated students
speech from Mr Hanlon on why EGA
interests. They could see what these
would be the best option for Year 11
new subjects had to offer them and
students. Saying that ‘We will beeven though they were new, many
lieve in our students,’ Mr Hanlon cresaw the value in them.
ated a sense of security and belongApplications flew in over the
ing to the students present. Mr Hannext few days, and in this reporter’s
lon continued on to say that ‘We will
view, that’s proof enough of what a
follow you’ and ‘We will help you on
once-in-a-lifetime event the night
that journey’, all comforting, truthful
was.
phrases that helped the students realise that EGA really
is their best option for
Sixth Form. One
stood above the rest,
with a simple ‘You
belong here’ provoking the deliverance of
a lengthy applause.
He gave one
caveat; students were
advised to go to other
colleges and see
what’s out there. EGA
would be a great option, but that’s no reaMs. Manlay introduces students to Sixth Form study
son to not go out and

EGA in the Premier League!
BY JOSHUA BOHUI, YEAR 10
The Premier League Enterprise
Challenge is the pinnacle of the
Premier League Enterprise academy calendar, when students are
tasked with developing possible
solutions to real life challenges
that football clubs face. This year
the challenge is aimed to reach
14 to 17 years olds and Premier
League chief executive, Richard
Scudamore, has set a challenge
of how we can engage their local
and international fans.

This year’s challenge was to
come up with innovative ways to
improve the match day experiences for supporters, especially
looking at new technologies and
ways we can add and attract fans
to come and support their team.
The Premier League is helping
the youth of today, teaching them
that it is not only about football,
but also a business which could
help us in the future. This business is really effective and provides variety of opportunities for
young people to be successful

EGA Students at the Enterprise event

and achieve their dreams of a career in football which goes beyond the pitch.
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Students Play and Pay for Pudsey

Fabulous Cakes on sale

BY TIOLUWANI AJAO, YEAR 7
On 15th November, EGA students
committed themselves to raising lots
of money for BBC Children in Need.
At the beginning of the day the
sponsored silence started as soon as
the bell went off. Many children found
it difficult to be quiet for so long! At
lunch Miss Shepherd (who organised
the whole event) and a range of students launched a cake sale in front of

the library. They had several delicious
homemade cakes for sale like Marshmallow slices and Carrot Cake. There
was also a homemade cake made by
a student’s mother.
Meanwhile, in the sports hall, Mr
Anti was in goal for a sponsored penalty shoot out! It was £0.50 for a shot
and £1.00
for three
shots.
Ouch! Mr Hanlon pulls his hamstring!
Sadly, Miss
Laing was including a shot from Mr. Hanlon who
not in goal, dusted off his boots to have a go; it
which dis- looked like they hadn’t seen the dayappointed light for many years!
us all. Mr
Miss Shepherd said that she
Anti missed was completely ‘gobsmacked’ by the
a lot of
amount of money raised; she couldn’t
shots, and believe what some people donated.
some
One year 7 donated over £30 for the
nearly hit Charity. When I saw the list, I was lithis face,
erally head over toes!
Leon Neziri gets into the spirit

The Great EGA Bake-Off
BY DESTINY ADEYEMI, YEAR 9
On the 15th of November 2013 the
culinary expertise of EGA’s students
was put to the test. Specific students
were chosen to represent their
house (Effra, Windrush, Brockwell
and Ashby) at Evelyn Grace Academy’s inaugural Baking Completion.
With precise judgment, a lot of practice, and expert patience, the skilled
kitchen students transformed clouds
of egg whites into sweet sauces,
lakes of molten chocolate into hard
and luminous tempered sheets,
dusty heaps of flour and syrupy
sugar into elaborate assortments of
cupcakes. And on Friday afternoon,
the oven timer of fate went ping; after much deliberation the winner was
announced as Ashby, by the senior
chief manger of the EGA’s catering
company.
This isn't an overstatement:
this baking competition is one of the

new ways Mr Riley and Ms Stubbs
try and introduce some friendly rivalry into the student community,
and exercise the different talents
each student possesses. Ms Stubbs,
co-organiser of this event, said “We,
Mr Riley and I, mainly set up this
event because we thought it would
be a great way to engage students,
help them develop or find their hidden talents, increase their team
working skills and also so the children can think about others who are
not as fortunate as them seeing that
all the proceeds we obtain from selling their cakes and cupcakes will be
given to Children in Need”.
All students worked hard to
produce fabulous desserts, and displayed sheer excitement and thrill to
be in a real baking competition, but
beneath all that there was a sponge
layer of steel determination.
Top: winners Abigail and Leanda
Bottom: Colin makes his judgement
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These are our United Nations

The EGA ‘Family’ - Miss Wallace, Ms. Griffith, Mr. Hanson and Mr Anti

BY EDNEI MAURICIO, YEAR 10,
AND RAMON OLUSEYE, YEAR 11.
On Wednesday the 20th of November, 2013, the second annual International evening took place. The night
was a great success. Before the
show started there was an opportunity to walk around and learn a little
about other countries and cultures.
Staff from Evelyn Grace Academy
spent a lot of time preparing facts,
pictures, food and clothes about dif-

Emmanuel Sanni is Turkish!

Year 11 students dancing

ferent countries and it was amazing
to see. Some people said "it was a
unique opportunity to learn about the
cultures of some of my friends and
teachers". The show was hosted by
two students, Shaquille and Kevin.
They did a splendid job entertaining
the crowd. There were musical performances from year 11 students
Marcia, Elohim and other students. A
poetry performance from Destiny in
year 9; her poem was about different
countries and cultures in her world, in

The famous ice sculpture

our world, in our community, in Brixton.
Students of all years had the opportunity to learn something while having a
delightful time; there was a fashion
catwalk for students to see how other
countries dress up and compare to
the United Kingdom. During the catwalk our principal, Mr. Hanson, and
the head of the upper school, Ms
Griffiths, were both in the mood to
celebrate International Evening and
joined in, dressed up in traditional
African clothes. As the night wore on,
food was served and many people
were dancing. The night was left on a
positive note.

Shaquille entertains the crowds

5

Autumn 2013

Culture

A Christmas Carol
lutely adorable singing popular
Christmas carols: 'Joy to the World'
and 'Oh Come all Ye Faithful'. After
that, Kareemah Foster sang her first
solo at a school event, 'Where I
Sleep', beautifully. After the roaring
applause, whistles and screams, the
Kid’s Company band performed Billie
Jean. Needless to say, the audience
loved it. Next, Miss G Bourne's vocal
group sang silent night. The performance was enchanting. People were
even heard singing it in the interval
which followed. Tejiri Eyeregba said
'the way it was sung was almost angelic. I'll never forget the lyrics again'.
Following this was the Christmas
dance battle by Flow. It was definitely
heated competition and the audience
Kareemah makes her stunning debut

Daniel gets into his groove

BY TAMARA COLLINS, YEAR 10
The Christmas season this year is
notably cheerful. The nearing of the
Christmas holidays was celebrated
during the Christmas concert on the
16th of December. The night kicked
off with the year ten band playing
'Fine China' by Chris Brown. Isaiah
Springer commented, 'it was a great
performance. I wish I could sing like
that'. The year 7 singers were abso-

Sofia keeps the beat

had to hold on to the edge of their
seats to stop themselves from dancing! Daniel Parke then performed an

Kanyi with the ‘One Voice Choir’

excellent drum kit feature and we
were all impressed by his endurance.
The EGA staff (Miss Preston, Miss
John, Miss Fisher, Miss Hurst and
Miss Bourne) pleased us all with their
singing 'total praise'.
Special thanks to the PTA, the
academy governors, our principal: Mr
Hanson, all the teachers that took
part and organised the event, all the
student runners and technical support and the compeers, Scott and
Destiny, in their Christmas onesies.

Haidee gets down to her bad self...
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each of the schools.
Do you think that this is the last
year you’ll be organising this festival?
Definitely not! It’s grown each year.
We started with three schools and this
year we had nine schools taking part.

Fiona and Winessia interviewed Sarah Gregory, the
production manager of the
ARK Shakespeare Festival.
Where did you get your inspiration
from?
I first read about it in a newspaper
that said how it was really interesting
to see children in state schools doing
Shakespeare. I thought that would be
really good for our students. We
started 5 years ago, this is our fifth
year.

What benefits do you think will be
brought to the children participating in this event?
To see children mastering Shakespeare’s language, really understanding it, and actually having the joy of
performing it is wonderful. When you
see people performing Shakespeare,
it’s just as relevant today; just as interesting it was all those many
years ago.

Do you enjoy organising the festivals?
I enjoy on Tuesday evening, when
I’ve just finished! I can take a big sigh
of relief!
What advice would you give to
someone who wanted to organise a
festival like you have?
I think just to go for it. Young people
will never let you down! It’s a lot of
hard work, but it’s definitely worth it in
the end, and it’s a real joy to see
young people perform on stage.

What challenges did you
have to face and how did
you overcome them?
We’re working for two
nights, and it’s difficult to
get 8 schools together and
keep the standard really
high. I think the challenges
are overcome by having
really great teachers in
The cast and Crew of ‘Much Ado’

The only way round is through...
BY ANGIE GUTTIEREZ, YEAR 9
A number of students
at EGA who were involved in ‘Slam Poetry’
last year were recently
chosen to attend a
workshop at the amazing Roundhouse in Camden.
On the day of the trip everyone
attending was very excited; last year
we had been helped by some sensational resident poets at the Roundhouse. We were very pleased to
have the opportunity to work with
them again.
When we arrived everyone’s
jaws dropped... forgive me for being
obvious here, but it was literally a
complete Round House – a stunning
building, the likes of which we had

never seen before! We were given a were various different rooms all detour of the building. Round and round voted to different types of media.
we went; but it was so cool! There
There was a recording studio, and
sound and effects room, a room full
of Apple Mac computers, and even a
live, on-air, radio studio.
After our tour around the building we got to meet the two poets that
were going to do the workshop with
us. Our topic for the workshop was
identity so we spent some time
brainstorming ideas about identity.
We were all really pleased with what
we came up with! One of the poets
performed their own ‘I Am’ poem; we
then had to make up our own. It was
interesting to see what everybody
came up with. The poets were a
great help and gave us some very
valuable advice when it came to our
performances.
Angie performing her poems
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“A star danced, and under that I was born!”
perience, ‘We get to work in a professional theatre alongside our
peers and students from other
schools.’
We were lucky enough to
speak to some of the cast members
of “Romeo and Juliet” from the Ark
school Isaac Newton Academy.
Juliet, who was played by Hibatullah
Haroom, gave us key tips and advice on how to become a great performer: “Voice projection, confi-

BY WINESSIA WILLIAMS AND
FIONA ASSAZO, YEAR 9
On Monday the 11th of November, a
handful of Evelyn Grace students
participated in the Shakespeare
School Festival. Our students performed one of Shakespeare’s comedies, ‘Much Ado About Nothing’. The
drama festival took place in the
Shaw Theatre, in Euston. The students had been doing intense rehearsals since September, and had

The cast bring the play to life

even been willing to put in extra
hours of rehearsals after school, and
on weekends.
We spoke to Farah Amiphur,
who mastered the part of the villain,
Don John, who advised that being a
good actor requires “effort, confidence and commitment.” We also
spoke to Scott Greenfield who
played the role of Leonato exceptionally well. He told us how excited
he was to be a part of the whole ex-

The inimitable ‘tree’

Scott and Kevin at the party

dence, and the ability to stay in
character whilst memorizing your
lines are all important.”
The
productions were incredibly challenging for all involved, but these
challenges were successfully overcome.
The end result was a
huge success and all the students
had a great time.

Benedick spies his love...
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Blast Off at the Zoo!

Ashley gets involved

Students go fly catching

lucky form even got to see the tigers!
Bethanie said, “I loved the trip because I got to see the animals and
hang out with my form.”
The Year 7 year group had a blast at Our favourite exhibition was when we
the Zoo on the 25th October 2013.
got to go inside the rainforest encloWe were given work, so it was not
sure. It was amazing! The monkeys
like a day off, but everyone had fun. were roaming free and this frightened
On the coach the excitement built as us, but in the end they were very
we saw amazing views of The River friendly. One boy even ended up
Thames and a statue of a horse.
having a monkey sat on his head! In
Once inside, most form classes one section there were eagles that
had the chance to see, lemurs, the
flew very close to our heads! Have
rainforest enclosure, otters, bugs,
you ever seen an eagle!? This one
bats, gorillas and penguins. One
was a wild mother and she was huBY BETHANIE GBOCHO AND TIOLUWANI AJAO, YEAR 7

Jacob and Ashley enjoy the giraffes

mungous! Unfortunately, not everyone got to see the tigers. Oh well!
Now we are just going to have to go
back again to see them... hurray!
We also went to gift shop. There
were loads of cute gifts, but they
were overpriced! We had our lunch
and some of us even went into the
cafe to buy a lovely gingerbread
ghost biscuit. We had a long and tiring day but it was very enjoyable we wished it could last forever!

Fish!
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The Power of Habitual Devotion
BY HUGO WILLIAMS, YEAR 8
One of the best examples that I can
think of when trying to define the
value of habitual devotion is the
learning of a musical instrument.
The definition of devotion is the
commitment or loyalty to a cause or
person and, in this case, the cause
is music. The definition of habitual is
the doing, practicing or acting in
some manor by force of habit. The
playing of a musical instrument has
value, because it brings joy to you
and those who share the experience
with you. So without devotion, and
without forming the habit of hard
work through practice, nothing can
be achieved with respect to the
pleasure of music and playing a musical instrument.
In my case, it was through the
learning of the saxophone that I realised the value of habitual devotion.
For example, the routines required
to sustain the level of skill that I was
playing at were carried out very often. Although at times it was challenging, and I could have given up
at the first sign of difficulty, due to
my commitment it motivated me to
try harder and conquer the difficulties. As a consequence of this disciplined learning, things like chords
and specific notations became sec-

ond nature to me, and I was therefore able to raise the level of my
playing.
In addition to the satisfaction gained
from learning to play an instrument,
research has shown that both listening to music and playing music
stimulates the brain and increases
memory. In a study in which a group
of children aged 3-4 were given either singing or keyboard lessons,
compared with a similar group who
received no lessons at all, all the
children who had been given keyboard lessons had improved their
special and temporal skills 34%
more than the other group. There is
also evidence that learning to play
an instrument improves management and organizational skills,
boosts team skills, better mathematical ability and improves reading
and comprehension skills. Furthermore, playing an instrument increases a sense of responsibility,
sharpens concentration, fosters self
expression, and relieves stress. It
also enhances the respiratory system and generally promotes individual happiness amongst those
around you.
In conclusion, the regular commitment to something or somebody
is not easy, it takes time, a consider-

able amount of effort, and the enthusiasm and belief that in the doing of
the thing, there is value and, as we
have seen, there is considerable
value in the learning of a musical
instrument as a means of self expression. When you come across a
challenge as a musician you have to
think about the end results. Music is
an expression of life, and in the
words of the great jazz saxophonist
Charlie Parker, “Music is your own
experience, your thoughts, and your
wisdom. If you don’t live it, it won’t
come out of your horn”.

Charlie Parker

DON’T WANT TO
WAIT 10 YEARS?

START NOW!

ANY STUDENT WISHING TO WRITE FOR THE
NEXT EDITION OF THE EVELYN GRACE ECHO
CAN SUBMIT AN ARTICLE TO MR. FOGARTY.

10

Autumn 2013

Features

More than the Curriculum
BY SARAH KOUASSI, YEAR 8
Some people think that school is all
about work, work, work... well, fair
enough, they’d be right, but I think
we should change that to learn,
learn, learn... Yes, we need to do
the lessons that are on our timetable, but we cannot underestimate
the importance of other interventions
which maximise our education.
When people think of intervention,
they’d be forgiven for thinking it is
yet another opportunity to work.
However, there are other types of
intervention, such as counselling,
anger management, social skills,
and communication building, all of
which help people emotionally,
rather than just academically.
I have been going to an anger management group with Mr. Williams
and a few other girls in my year
group. I found the group very informative, and it really helped us to
celebrate our individuality. One of

the other girls, Christel Miguel, says,
‘Anger Management helps us control our anger towards other people
which is a good thing, so we don’t
get in trouble. Mr. Williams is a
really good listener and shows us
how to correct our mistakes. This is
really good for us as it helps us to
consider
others
around us.
It also helps
to give us a
more positive outlook
on our time
in school.’
And I suppose this is
what is
most important. Yes,
I’m pleased

that I know that the battle of Hastings was in 1066; I’m glad that I can
solve an equation, but this knowledge would be worthless if I wasn’t
a well rounded individual. These interventions, which are worth as
much a curriculum, help me to
achieve that!

The Angry Birds are in need of some EGA intervention

Huey Newton’s Struggle
BY KHAI BAILEY-SMITH, YEAR 8

I think a significant person in history is a man named Huey Percy
Newton. He was an AfricanAmerican political activist. He cofounded the Black Panther Party,
a left wing organisation working
for the rights of black Americans
in the 1960s.
The Black Panther Party was influenced by Martin Luther King
and the Civil rights movement.
The aim was to put an end to
segregation; Whilst Dr King’s Civil
Rights Movement was non violent
and achieved some success, the
Black Panthers believed that
Huey Newton

more needed to be done. The
Black Panthers were prepared to
take vociferous action, and sometimes they were violent, even towards the police. Huey Newton
was sent to prison twice, but he
played a part in the rise of the
Black Panther Movement in the
1960s. The party achieved both
national and international notoriety. He is important, not because
of the manner in which he
achieved his aims, but because
the lengths he went to represents
the struggle of African Americans
in 1960s America, and that
should not be forgotten.
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Dancers Flow to Victory
BY AMINA ROBERTS, YEAR 9
On December 14th Evelyn Grace’s
Step into Dance group, ‘Flow’, took
part in an all day dance battle with
companies from London and Essex.
‘Step into Battle’ this year took
place at the Swanlea School. The
Step into Dance programme is a
partnership between the Royal
Academy of Dance and is funded by
The Jack Petchey Foundation.
‘Flow’ has been preparing for the
dance battle for months with their
dance teacher Oliver Fitzgerald.
The first event of the day consisted of dancers throwing down
their moves. The Step into Battle
events give students the chance to
see what life is like as a professional street dancer. Dancers enter
the ‘cypher’ and battle it out against
other crews from the programme.
‘Flow’ was facing tough competition; the battles were judged by
some of the top professional dancers on the street scene at the moment. Dancers Amina Roberts, Bi-

have worked so hard over the past
few months. We’d really like to
thank Ms. McCurdy and Mr. Riley
for supporting us, as well as Mr.
Fitzgerald, our awesome dance

The Flow Team with their trophy

anca and Brandon Walker, Geovan
Patrick, Kevin, Remmel, and the
longest serving member of ‘Flow’,
team captain Nadia Roberts, made
it to the finals versus last years’ winners, Ignition Crew from Dunraven
School. However, this year, ‘Flow’
came back even bigger and better
than before – after a hard fought
battle, they were victorious, and
have a huge trophy to prove it!
Nadia Roberts and the ‘Flow’
team said, “We know we really deserved to win the battle as all of us
Bianca tears up the floor

Basketball Rivalry Heats Up
BY TAMARA COLLINS, YEAR
10
Wednesday the 11th of December
was enlightenment in terms of
basketball. Despite their hard
work, the year 10 basketball team
were beaten 14-29 by year 11.
However, one lesson learned
from the match was that hard
work and experience count for
something. At the start of 2013
many of the year 10 boys weren’t
as enthralled by basketball as
they are now. ‘Having very little
experience with basketball just
made us more determined to get
good at it’ –Ednei Mauricio.

‘Looking at the way basketball
has changed for the school
makes me appreciate the
school’s consideration of sport’ –
Sam Malis.
The game certainly had us all on
the edge of our seats. The evaporation of their sweat into the cold

air when the teams stepped outside was a clear sign of dedication. I think I can safely say everybody went home satisfied and
both teams played to the best of
their abilities. Well done to both
teams.

The tension mounts...
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EGA Sports... “It’s in the Game!”

The girls elite netball team

BY SEGUN OLULEYE, YEAR 10
EGA has had a successful season
across all sports, including netball,
table tennis, basketball and, of
course, football.
Starting off this season’s success stories is the year 7 football
team who thrashed Dunraven 8-0!
Following on from this, year 8 also
beat their arch rivals Stockwell 8-0.
We’ve had many experts
who’ve come into school from the
sports world to inspire, coach and
train students to aspire to dream of
careers in basketball, football, and
rugby.
A West Ham youth player

Tetteh and Andrea get some coaching

Basketball coaching

came in to inspire our year 10s and
11s about teamwork and being a
team player.
Luol Deng, a professional basketball player from the Chicago
Bulls, also came into the school to

coach our aspiring basketball fanatics on key skills in the sport and to
instil a sense of teamwork.
Moreover, a professional
rugby player came into school to
inspire the year 7 and year 8 students and to show them the key to
becoming a successful rugby player.
They showed them basic drills and
encouraged them to be brave in the
face of the opposition in this hard,
hard sport!
Fingers crossed all this expert
coaching will pay off next term when
our various teams start filling up the
schools trophy cabinet. That should
make Mr Hanson happy!

EGA’s table tennis stars

